Dramatic Event

Itch had just started to count the flames again when there was a low rumble from deep in the well, followed by the roar of water being thrown out of the tunnel at huge pressure.  The ledge shook and some of the bricks crumpled, the pieces scattering over him.  Water rushed up the well, pushing mud, rocks and his planks of wood with it.
It was an underground tsunami.  In the tight confines of the tunnel, the explosion threw the water out with extraordinary force. Itch had no time to brace himself as filthy, foul-smelling water crashed over him.  He was lifted, spinning round and upwards, like a whirlpool in reverse.  Burning, choking water stung his eyes and poured down his throat.  Then, as quickly as it had risen, the water level crashed down again, tossing Itch back onto the ledge, where he lay like a broken doll.
With the sound of the sodium explosion still reverberating and the waves slapping the well’s sides a hundred feet below, Itch, choking and gasping, felt his body shutting down. It hurt.  It all hurt. He turned to face the wall.  He was burning up and shivering at the same time. He wrapped his arms around himself and curled into a ball.  He squeezed his eyes shut to keep out the light and heat which were coming from somewhere.
He saw his sister smiling at him and he smiled back.
‘Sorry,’ he said.
He saw Jack waving and tried to wave back.
‘Sorry,’ he said.
His parents called to him.
‘Sorry,’ he said. ‘Sorry for everything.’




Questions to Answer

1) What happens to Itch in this extract?
																												

2) What is the first sign in the extract that something is going wrong?
																												

3) In the second paragraph, what is Itch compared to that shows us how he is thrown around?
																												

3a) Why do you think Itch is saying sorry to his sister and parents at the end?
																												

b) Are his family really there?  If not, why is he seeing them?
																												

4) [bookmark: _GoBack]How does the author try to make you feel sorry for Itch? Use examples from the text.
																																										

5) What do you think happens next?  Give reasons for your answer.
																																										




