Reading activities

The first four reading activities this week are based on a new book which has just been published on the National Literacy Trust Website. It is called The Book of Hopes.  https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes/ 

Katherine Rundell (the author of The Explorers and Rooftoppers) decided to ask other authors to write poems or short stories for a book that would help to give people hope during lockdown. More than 100 famous authors have contributed.  If you follow the link, you can look at the book online, for free.

Activity 1

Choose one of the sections of the book of hope (the section names are in bold e.g. Animals, Hope in Unexpected Places, Kindness). You need to choose one of the sections that has three or more pieces of writing in it.

First, you need to read all of the pieces in your section. Once you have read them, look at the questions below. For each question, you need to write three or more sentences in your answer.

1. Which piece of writing was the most hopeful and why? 

2. Choose one of these themes: friendship, loss, love, fear, hurt, humour, caring for others, perseverance. Explain how one of the pieces of writing in your section is linked to one of these themes. 

3. Which piece of writing feels closest to something that has happened to you or in your life? 

4. Which piece of writing has the most obvious lesson or instruction for the reader? What is that lesson?



Activity 2
[bookmark: _xvvnsnvt41ct]Read Bag for life by Joseph Elliot on p.30
[bookmark: _w4z6vuctaox4]Stop at the end of p30
1. [bookmark: _50wjgvso8gos]Why do you think they are in the forest?
[bookmark: _q94tm2an1uni]Stop at the end of p.31
2. [bookmark: _4du81aucegju]Where do you think they are going?
[bookmark: _ppxg9u9ta1bm]Stop at the end of p.32
3. [bookmark: _yvhcaogoa0kv]What do you think is going to be in the bag?
[bookmark: _ae4wqx2tgj21]When you have finished the story
4. [bookmark: _l4x8a6sfnr2g]Why do you think the Dad was carrying that in the bag?
5. [bookmark: _5cv41eozviu7]Do you think the type of bag Dad was carrying was important? Why?



Activity 3

Use the lists below to match the book title to the author. Then read the pieces in The Book of Hopes by your three favourite authors. Write the titles of the three pieces you have read here:
1.
2.
3.

Book titles
The Gruffalo
The Explorer
Long Way Home
Framed
Stormbreaker
Opal Plumstead/ The Diamond Girls/Dustbin Baby
Goodnight Mr Tom
The Girl of Ink and Stars
Varjak Paw
Murder Most Unladylike

Authors
Robin Stevens
Kathereine Rundell
Axel Scheffer
Jacqueline Wilson
Michael Morpuro
Anthony Hororwitz
Michelle Magorian
Frank Cottrell-Boyce
Kiran Millwood-Hargrave
S.F. Said



Activity 4

[bookmark: _2hrfmytm7ezv]Read ‘A Way to the Stars’ by David Almond in the ‘Hope in Unexpected Places’ section.
[bookmark: _vmxpz4eo6yj8]You have two options: you can either follow the instructions within the book and make a picture book, or you can answer the questions below.
1. [bookmark: _3xnedwx9hz5y]Why did the other children laugh when the boy told them he wanted to find a way to the stars?
2. [bookmark: _c04lmxpvzogo]How many different ways did he try to get to the stars?
3. [bookmark: _dcxqs0p5uyj7]How did they feel after the cannon didn’t work?
4. [bookmark: _u5qvb6sus1pt]Do you think that the boy and his Dad succeeded or failed in finding a way to the stars?
5. [bookmark: _d2585vx1yjw6]How had the boy’s friends been right all along? Look at what they said in line 3 of the poem
[bookmark: _rfrowvagd2gq]
[bookmark: _wrhfnwmxes8x]

[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity 5
[bookmark: _mjlesi1ijl7y]Look at P4 First News (see First News attached below) and decide whether each of these statements are True of False. You will need to use the subheadings to work out where to look for the answers! 
1. [bookmark: _e20lv35uy2wz]A £20 note has been found that is missing the Queen’s head.
2. [bookmark: _fxk3o2whuv4o]A local boy single-handedly rescued a duckling who fell down a drain.
3. [bookmark: _z20qg3d07d4j]A Princess from Sweden has taken a 3 week course to learn how to help workers supporting COVID-19 patients.
4. [bookmark: _ub67loq18ime]Cressida Cowell is running a writing competition which young readers can take part in.
5. [bookmark: _wtqvii1qgor1]Donald Trump has been criticised for slowing down the process of getting money to people who need it because he wants his name to be written on each of the cheques.
6. [bookmark: _lbxsphfl6jku]Flamingos work together to help each other with feeding and nesting.
7. [bookmark: _r1646kprp665]Footballers have been delivering food and medicines to elderly people in the neighbourhood.
8. [bookmark: _srxf7755b4f9]Harry Potter branded busses are being used to take people who are bored of the lockdown on Harry Potter tours.
9. [bookmark: _ka57gf9gdnd2]Heinz ketchup was found by The Good Housekeeping Institute to be the best ketchup of all.
10. [bookmark: _du01temnm037]In France, people have been encouraged to stop kissing on the cheek when they say hello in case it makes people feel embarrassed.
11. [bookmark: _rq65xce65enm]Lion cubs have been born in a zoo and are healthy and well.
12. [bookmark: _ba0pwfeahru]Research has found that what you eat makes absolutely no difference to the risk of brain-damaging diseases.
13. [bookmark: _7pyu3gq36umv]Schools, universities and hospitals have decided to try to reduce their meet dishes to save money.
14. [bookmark: _wudfxce61ikm]South Korea, China and the US have reported that Kim Jong-un was unwell and in ‘grave danger’.
15. [bookmark: _ow9dj2wkun9q]The composer of the Moana soundtrack is composing sounds that will be used in new cars.
16. [bookmark: _q7hxlubglg8m]The longest animal ever recorded is believed to be around three times as long as the humpback whale.
17. [bookmark: _i0zzs8n72kna]The UK has said that it will extend European Union Trade talks.
18. [bookmark: _u6jyig7iezax]Twitter and Instagram make it difficult for young people who collect stamps to find each other online.
19. [bookmark: _7ksz8ed7bqk0]UK Scouts are asking for sponsorship to walk ten miles to raise money for Children in Need and Comic Relief.
20. [bookmark: _3b15h58334sj]YoungMinds is a website designed to support young people and their parents during the pandemic.

