THE CHIHUAHUAN DESERT

SURVIVAL IS TOUGH IN THIS ARID REGION, WHERE TEMPERATURES SOAR, THEN PLUMMET BELOW FREEZING.
Straddling the border between America and Mexico, The Chihuahuan Desert is one of the largest in North America and many be the most biodiverse on Earth.
You find yourself climbing upwards as the sun begins to set; your skin prickles as the temperature drops and your throat feels dry and parched as you breathe in the desert air. Before you unfolds a vast landscape with far-distant horizons and wide open skies. Underfoot, the ground becomes scorched and scrubby, and strange, sculptural cacti emerge from the seemingly barren earth. They are abloom with flower, turning the desert into a kaleidoscope of colour. Welcome to the Chihuahuan Desert: home to almost a quarter of the world’s cactus species.
Mexican Wolf
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just a few decades ago, the howl of the Mexican wolf would fill the skies as the sun set over the desert. Today, they have been hunted almost to extinction, but a programme is in place to bring the species back to the region. These social animals live together in packs with a complex hierarchy. They are excellent hunters, coming out at night when the sun has set, and working as a group to catch prey.

Golden Eagle
Silently swooping across the skies, you might catch a glimpse of a golden eagle – the largest bird of prey in the Chihuahuan Desert. As it soars overhead, it scans the scrubland for its prey – usually a small mammal, but sometimes as a large as a coyote. Often it hunts with a partner: one chases its target until it is exhausted and finally makes way for the other to go in for the kill, diving at speeds of up to 320 km/hr.
