Year 2 Newsletter

Our English learning this half term:

Reading:
In Guided Reading this half term, we will be focusing on the following objectives:
®  Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to him/her

and those that he/she can read for himself/herself, taking turns and listening to what
others say

® Read words in age-appropriate books accurately and fluently without overt sounding
and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow him/her to focus on understanding rather
than decoding

®  Answering and asking questions.
®  Discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary.

®  Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

Writing:
In Year 2, we will be developing the following writing skills:
e Write narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and
fictional).
e Consider what he/she is going to write before beginning by encapsulating what
he/she wants to say, sentence by sentence.
¢ Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to his/her own writing by
proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation

We will be writing non-chronological reports based on ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers.
We will focus on developing the following specific skills:

e Use questions in our writing.

e Use titles and subheadings.

¢ Use key vocabulary, diagrams and captions.

We will be writing suspense stories based on ‘The Secret of The Black Rock’, including
the following skills:

e Use conjunctions and connectives.

e Using adjectives and verbs to build tension.

e Use exclamations and show character reactions.

In grammar, we will be covering the following areas: Use expanded noun phrases
for description and specification; Understand how the grammatical patternsin a
sentence indicate its function as a statement, question, exclamation or command;

use capital letters and full stops; Use commas to separate items in a list.




Continue Addition and Subtraction

*  Solve one-step problems with addition and subtraction: using concrete objects and
pictorial representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and
measures applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods.

*  Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use
related facts up to 100.

* Add numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and mentally,
including: a two-digit number and ones; a two-digit number and tens; two two-digit
numbers; adding three one-digit numbers.

e Subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and mentally,
including: a two-digit number and ones; a two-digit number and tens; two two-digit
numbers.

*  Show that addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) and
subtraction of one number from another cannot.

e  Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and
use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.

Multiplication and Division

e Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication
tables, including recognising odd and even numbers.

e (Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division within the
multiplication tables and write them using the multiplication (x), division (+) and
equals (=) signs.

e Show that multiplication of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative)
and division of one number by another cannot.

e Solve problems involving multiplication and division, using materials, arrays,
repeated addition, mental methods, and multiplication and division facts, including
problems in contexts.

e Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p); combine amounts to
make a particular value.

e Find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money.

e Solve simple problems in a practical context involving addition and subtraction of
money of the same unit, including giving change.

Science

Our unit of science this half term is focused on animals and
humans, looking at food and offspring. We will be covering
the following knowledge areas:

* | can describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals,
using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of

food.

. | can notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into
adults

. I can find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans,

for survival (water, food and air)
* |can describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts

of different types of food, and hygiene.
We will be developing the following enquiry skills:
Use simple features to compare, group and sort
Notice patterns and relationships, with support
Raise own simple questions and how to answer them in different ways.
Communicate findings in a range of ways and begin to use simple
scientific language, with support.

Computing
Our unit of computing this half term is focused on creating media
through digital photography.

e | can take photos with a camera.

e | can adjust the zoom and focus to improve my photo.
e | can edit my work on a computer

e | can create something useful on a computer.

We will also consider the difference between public and private and how
we can leave a digital footprint when we are online.




Geography:

Our focus this half term will be on naming, locating and
identifying characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of
the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.

We will also be locating the UK in the world and identifying continents and
oceans.

We will be exploring the following areas:

- Locating the continents and oceans of the world.

- Understand that the UK is a union of four countries.

- Explore wildlife and living things and understand how we must look after living
things.

- Identify human and physical features within the United Kingdom.

RE:

In RE this half term, we will be exploring the Christian story of Christmas
and look at why this story is important to people. We will explore some of
the following questions:

e How and why do we celebrate birthdays?

e How do Christians celebrate the story of Jesus’s birthday?
e What is the Christmas story?

e What is the moral of the Christmas story?

e How do we personally celebrate Christmas?

We will use role play and discussion to explore the different elements of
the Christmas story.

Art

Children will be exploring their use of watercolour, trying different
patterns and tones to create a night-time and daytime scene in the style of
Van Gogh.

We will develop the following skills:

Continue to experiment to lighten and darken without the use of black or
white. Begin to mix colour shades and tones.

Use a sketchbook to plan and develop simple ideas and continue to store
information on colour mixing, the colour wheel and colour spectrums.
Continue to investigate tone by drawing light/dark lines, patterns and shapes,
using a pencil.

Name, match and draw lines/marks from observations.

Linked to the book ‘Here We Are’, we will be making ‘Perfect World” models,
using papier mache and decorating using paint.

We will develop the following skills:

Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other
users based on design criteria.

Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking,
drawing and templates.

Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks
(e.g. cutting, shaping, joining and finishing).

Select from and use a wide range of materials and components according to
their characteristics.

Music: Singing

Learning melodies and rounds for carols and Winter songs.
Performing as a choir, reading signals from a conductor.

Children will also use percussion and ukuleles to accompany nativity
songs with simple rhythms.




PE:
Our PE units this half term are Fundamentals and Outdoor and
Adventurous Activities (OAA).

Fundamentals

Refine the skills of running successfully, changing directions on the move.
Develop throwing, catching, striking and dribbling skills and play small
games.

OAA

Continue to learn the importance of teamwork though activities including
basic fundamental skills. Learn how to read an adapted map and carry out
simple tasks.

PSHE:

Our unit this half term is ‘My Emotions’:

¢ Recognise feelings in others.

e Develop some strategies to deal with their own strong emotions, including
calming and relaxing themselves.

*  Know that there is a link between thoughts, feelings and behaviour.

e Understand that how they feel can affect how they approach and tackle tasks,
including learning, and have some strategies for regaining a positive frame of
mind.

e Develop some understanding of the difference between behaviour which is
impulsive and that which is thought through.

e With support, use a simple problem-solving process and have some strategies to
calm themselves down to be ready to solve a problem.

*  Know what it feels and looks like to be assertive.

We will also explore anti-bullying, discussing what bullying is and how we can
make sure it does not happen in our school.

Key Vocabulary for this half term:

Maths- ones, tens, regroup, add, more, less, one hundred more, one
hundred less, facts, tens boundary, subtract, partition, pounds, pence,
penny, bought, sold, cost, change, multiply, divide, divided by, divided into,
lots of, groups of, shared by, share, share equally, left, left over, one each,
two each, three each, ten each, group in pairs, equal groups of, times, once
more, twice, repeated addition, multiplication fact, division fact,
multiplication table.

English— noun, noun phrase, expanded noun phrase, past and present
tense, subheadings, labels, captions, facts, opinions, bullet points, title,
paragraphs, statement, exclamation, question, command, commas,
adjective, verb.

Science- offspring, carbohydrates, protein, fibre, fats, basic needs,
exercise, healthy, fitness, survival, water, air, reproduce, adult, baby, kitten,
calf, food chain, prey, predator, camouflage, protection, balanced diet,
hygiene.

Geographv— continent, ocean, United Kingdom, England, Scotland,
Wales, London, Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, English Channel, North Sea, Irish
Sea, Atlantic Ocean, borders, country, equality, diversity, community,
respect, physical and human features.




