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Why are books so important?

“There is more treasure in books 
than in all the pirate’s loot on 
Treasure Island.” – Walt Disney

“If you are going to get anywhere 
in life you have to read a lot of 
books.” – Roald Dahl



Promoting a love of reading…

Book Corners

Displays

Library Areas

Investing in high 
quality texts

Federation Reading 
Spine - Special book 
collections for every 
class



Developing Phonological Awareness
Nursery and moving into Reception…
★ The priority is communication, language and listening skills (EYFS Prime Area) 
★ General sound discrimination - What can you hear?

Musical sounds, singing, rhymes, environmental sounds

★ I can see a ssssssnake/ m for Mel/ can you find a c/u/p from the basket? 

‘I Spy’ is a great game for this.

★ High-quality interactions, reading stories 

and singing songs and rhymes.



Our school follows the Phonics International Programme. This systematic 
synthetic phonics scheme has been validated by the DfE.

https://phonicsinternational.com/

https://phonicsinternational.com/


Using Phonics International, we aim to set 
children up for lifelong reading and spelling 
when we teach phonics rigorously and 
comprehensively.
We are not expecting children to deduce the 
code for themselves like many of us had to 
during our school days.



The Synthetic Phonics Teaching Principles 
We Teach:

KNOWLEDGE of ALPHABETIC CODE

= letters linked to the sounds of speech

THREE CORE SKILLS

1.‘Sounding out and blending’ for reading

2. Identifying sounds in words (segmenting) for spelling

3. Handwriting

Model 
on flip 
chart





Alphabetic code
wall charts 
support
whole class 
teaching and 
individual learners
 



A closer 
look at the 
Alphabetic 
Code 
layout



Pure sounds
Mmmm instead of ‘muh’

Sssss instead of ‘suh’

f, h, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, 
v, z



Sound Buttons
Please go to the link 

below to hear the 
sounds 

https://syntheticphonics.com/th
e-english-alphabetic-code-with-
audio/#page-content

https://syntheticphonics.com/the-english-alphabetic-code-with-audio/#page-content
https://syntheticphonics.com/the-english-alphabetic-code-with-audio/#page-content
https://syntheticphonics.com/the-english-alphabetic-code-with-audio/#page-content
https://syntheticphonics.com/the-english-alphabetic-code-with-audio/#page-content


Phonics Progression

 



The Basic Phonics Lesson Format:
1. Revisit and review: 



2. Teach: We introduce new learning of the next letter/s-sound 

correspondence. 2 sounds are taught each week.

Example teacher 
modelling sheets

Writing - How many sounds can 
you hear?
Use your fingers on your left hand 
to count the sounds - c-a-t
Write the sound dashes _ _ _
Now write the letters on the dashes

Reading
Use your 
finger to 
point to the 
sounds as 
you blend



3.Practising new learning:  

Pupil practice sheets - each learner 
practises sub-skills and three core 
skills at word level



 

Handwriting

Write all lowercase letter shapes of the 
alphabet with the correct tripod pencil hold. 



4. Apply and extend: Further learner-practice with cumulative 

simple sentences and ‘I can read’ text level resources.

I went to the park.



What phonics looks like in Reception...

● The full synthetic phonics programme starts
● Reception start at Unit 1 and progress to Unit 4 

depending on how the class are doing
● There are daily phonics sessions and two new sounds are 

taught per week with actions to support memory
● Children complete their own individual sheets
● Small group support for those that are making slower 

progress
● Book bag routine starts - phonics folder is sent home  



‘Tricky Words’
Such words are introduced steadily throughout systematic synthetic phonics 
programmes. It is better to tell the learner a really challenging word, than to tell the 
learner to ‘guess’ the word. 

Reception Common exception words:

the, to, I, no, go, he, she, we, me, be
Was, my, you, her, they, all, are,
some, one, said, come, do, so, were,
When, have, there, out, like, little, what



 

We don’t use
letter names
to teach reading
or spelling!



Early Learning Goals - Aim for Reception Children by the end of the year

Reading: 
Say a sound for each letter of the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words.
Writing: 
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters.
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



Book Bag Routine

The phonics folder facilitates 
collaboration between teachers, parents and teaching assistants.

● Share what has been taught

● Practice - little and often - overlearning 

● Bring folders back every day and keep them safe

● Further activities - make up word lists/sentences linked to sounds that have 

been taught 



Supporting All Learners
● Learners access resources differently – at their own stage of 

learning and speed
● All children have support in class with Class Teacher and Teaching 

Assistant 
● Extension tasks
● Additional time if needed
● We will let you know how your child is doing at parent meetings 

so you know how to support at home
● Intervention groups take place when necessary



❖ Listen to your child read to you and support as needed - phonics book (AND 
talk about the story)

❖ Read books aloud to your child - including their school library book and 
books in your home language

❖ Share phonics folder with your child
❖ Talk about reading yourself e.g. notes, menus, newspapers etc so children 

see the purpose of reading
❖ Continue to hear your child read aloud even when he or she can read 

independently
❖ Encourage your child to read when you are out and about
❖ Chatter about everything!

How can I help at home…



❖

Phonics International books





Reading Records - what can I write?

★ Tom read confidently, could describe what was 
happening and predict what would happen next

★ Betty particularly enjoyed this story and the 
character of…

★ Tom spotted the sounds he has been learning at 
school and sounded new words out by blending

★ Betty read some familiar words independently but 
needed help with….

★ We enjoyed discussing the new words that Tom 
hadn’t come across before

★ Betty enjoyed the story because…
★ Tom read with good expression
★ Betty was reluctant to read tonight so we enjoyed 

sharing the book together and discussed the 
pictures



We aim to create
 fearless and flexible

 readers and writers !



Thank you for coming!
Please speak to your child’s class 
teacher if you have any further 

questions or concerns.


