
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our English learning this half term: 

Reading:  
In Guided Reading this half term, we will be focusing on the following objectives: 

• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader. 

• Check that a book makes sense to him/her, discussing his/her understanding and 
exploring the meaning of words in context. 

• Continue to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-
fiction and reference books or textbooks. 

• Participate in discussions about books that are read to him/her and those that can be 
read for himself/herself, building on his/her own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously and with clear reasoning. 

 

Writing: 
In Year 5, we will be developing the following writing skills:   

• Plan his/her writing by identifying the audience for, and purpose of the writing, using 
other similar writing as models for his/her own. 

• Draft and write narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere 
• Draft and write by using devices to build cohesion within a paragraph e.g. then, after 

that, this, firstly, 
• Evaluate and edit by ensuring mostly consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 

piece of writing. 
• Proof-read for punctuation errors, including use of brackets, dashes or commas to 

indicate parenthesis. Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity.  
 
We will be writing descriptive letters, from the perspective of a student coming home from 
Hogwarts.  We will focus on developing the following specific skills: 

• Use prepositional phrases. 
• Use an appropriate letter format and level of formality. 
• Use power of three and similes. 
• Use personification and pathetic fallacy to develop a mood. 

 
We will be writing suspense stories based on the Philip Pullman novel, ‘Clockwork’:    

• Describe a setting, using personification and hidden threat! 
• Describe senses and character feelings to develop the tension 
• Slow the action using short sentences, power of three and drop-in clauses. 
• Develop tools to surprise the reader with the unexpected. 

 
In grammar, we will be revisiting prior learning in areas such as co-ordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions and identifying different word classes.  We will then Use 
relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, or an omitted 
relative pronoun. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our topic/theme this half term is:  
 

Magic in the Making 
 
In this topic, we will be exploring the magical 
world of Harry Potter.  
 
Our Key Texts this half term are: 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 
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Our Maths learning this half term: 

Place Value 
 

• Read, write, order and compare numbers up to at least 1,000,000 
(one million) and say the value of each digit. 

• Use negative numbers in context when looking at temperature or 
money, counting forwards and backwards through 0. 

• Keep multiplying a number by 10 or 100 up to 1,000,000 and count 
back. 

• Round numbers up to 1,000,000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 
10,000 or 100,000. 

• Solve number and practical problems that involve ordering and 
comparing numbers up to 1,000,000, counting forwards or 
backwards in steps, negative numbers, and rounding. 

• Read Roman numerals up to 1000 and recognise years written in 
them. 

 
 
Addition and Subtraction 
 

• Add and subtract numbers with more than 4 digits using written 
methods. 

• Use rounding to check answers to calculations and determine levels 
of accuracy. 

• Solve addition and subtraction problems needing more than one 
step and can work out which operation and method is the most 
suitable. 

• Add and subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large 
numbers. 

 
 
We will continue to practise and revise times tables and other arithmetic skills in 
our mental starters, using a counting stick to increase the pupils’ confidence 
counting both forward and backward. 

 
 
 

Our Science and Computing learning this half term: 

Science 
Our unit of science this half term is focused on the properties of 
materials. We will be covering the following knowledge areas: 

• Compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their properties, including 
their hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and 
response to magnets 

• Know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to 
recover a substance from a solution 

• Use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, 
including through filtering, sieving and evaporating 

• Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for the particular uses 
of everyday materials, including metals, wood and plastic 

• Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 
• Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of 

change is not usually reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action 
of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

 
We will be developing the following enquiry skills: 

• Recognise when and how to set up comparative and fair tests and explain which 
variables need to be controlled and why 

• Decide what observations to make, what to measure and how long for 
• Choose most appropriate equipment and use precisely. Take repeat 

measurements where appropriate 
• Decide how to record data and results. 

 
Computing 
Our unit of computing this half term is focused on systems, networks and 
communication.  We will cover the following objectives: 

• I can explain how a computer system connects together. 
• I can explain how the Internet lets people communicate. 
• I can explain what the Internet can be used for. 
• I can explain what equipment is needed to connect a computer system together. 
• I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of using the Internet to communicate. 

 
Our digital literacy focus this half term will be on creating strong passwords and 
protect their information online. 
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Geography: 
Our geography focus this half term will be exploring our local area. 
 

• Explore different maps of Trumpington and compare their uses. 
• Research the local area and examine data related to human 

geography (eg traffic, crime, population) and economic activity (ie 
businesses and trade) 

• Conduct fieldwork in the local area. 
• Write a geographical report based on research. 

 
We will be developing the following geographical skills: 

• Use OS map symbols and describe height and slope from a map. 
• Read and compare map scales 
• Create a sketch map with symbols and a suitable key. 
• Use the eight points of a compass and 4- and 6-figure grid references. 
• Plan and carry out a fieldwork investigation in an urban area. 
• Present information gathered in fieldwork using a range of graphs. 

 
 

RE: 
In RE, we will be reflecting on the significance of the meaning behind 
different beliefs, exploring the life and importance of Jesus Christ.  We 
will look at the following themes: 

• Inspirational people in religions and people who inspire us 
• What do different people think of Jesus? 
• Representations of Jesus. 

 
 

Spanish: 
In Spanish this half term, we will be revising some of our previous learning 
dependent on the confidence of the class.  We will also develop time-telling 
in Spanish. 
 

 

Our Humanities learning this half term: Our Creative Arts learning this half term: 

Art: 
• Children will learn about and explore Van Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ painting 

and use this to create their own Harry Potter themed version.  
• Begin learning about different periods of art and mapping these on a 

timeline to show how they influenced each other. 
 
We will develop the following skills: 
 

• Confidently control the types of marks made and experiment with 
different effects and textures. 

• Mix and match colours to create atmosphere and light effects. 
• Learn about great artists, architects and designers in history. 
• Develop close observation skills, using a variety of viewfinders. 

 
 

Music:  
 
Composition. 
 

• Understand and appraise music using the inter-
related dimensions of music.   

 
• Learning to take apart a piece of music 

while explaining (and composing) the texture’s, 
individually with expression. 

 
• Using sampling technology to experiment with texture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocab 

Our PE and PSHE learning this half term: 

PE: 
Our PE units this half term are Swimming and Football. 
 
Swimming 
Children will be working on developing their different strokes, as well as 
water safety and self-rescue. 
 
Football 
Improve skills of moving with the ball, with control, passing and shooting 
with accuracy. Introduce and develop game play skills of attacking and 
defending, moving in and out of space. 
 
 
PSHE: 
Our unit this half term is ‘Beginning and Belonging’ 
 

• Collaborate with other children to develop strategies and approaches to 
make the classroom a safe and happy place to learn.   

• Know the names of everyone in their class and be able to build 
new relationships.  

• Know it feels to be in a new situation in different contexts and have 
strategies for managing those emotions.   

• Identify a range of people in their Support Networks and know how to 
access help and support.   

• Have ideas for making new people feel welcome and be able to 
offer support to others who need help.   

 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Key Vocabulary for this half term: 
 
Maths – rounding (nearest 10, 100, 1000), square number, prime 
number, ascending, descending, greater than, less than, equal to, 
thousands, ten thousands, factor pair, add/more/plus/sum/total, 
subtract/difference/less/take away. 
 
 
English - noun, adjective, suffixes, prepositional phrase, synonym, 
antonym, noun phrase, power of 3, precise language choice, proper noun, 
relative clause, relative pronoun 

 
 
Science - solvent, soluble, insoluble, solution, mixture, reversible, 
irreversible, filtration, distillation, dissolve, filter, evaporate 
 
 
Geography - human and physical features, grid references, city, 
country, scale, height and slope, contour lines, ordnance survey 
  
 
 
 
 


